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TIME Rm SESSION TOPIC and CHAIR

08:30 –10:00 C1 Welcome and Plenary – Kevin Quigley, Dalhousie University 

10:00 – 10:30 COFFEE BREAK

10:30 – 12:00

C4
Risk Communication at the Local Level: Towards Meaningful Community Collaborations  

on Environmental Hazards – Town Hall – Joel Finnis

101
Atmosphere Related Research in Canadian Universities – Education, Training, Communication 

and Outreach – Town Hall – Paul Myers

103 Weather, shipping and subsistence activities in Arctic regions – Laura Eerkes–Medrano

104
Toward a Canadian Ocean Observing System: Current Status & Next Steps and Blueprint  

for Atlantic Ocean Observing – Joint Town Hall – Mike Smit & Brad deYoung

12:00 – 13:30 LUNCH BREAK

13:30 – 15:00

C3 History of Canadian Oceanography – Cristina Tollefsen

C4
Collaboration in development, evaluation and analysis of ocean circulation and  

biogeochemical models – Part 2 – Youyu Lu

102 Coupled Environmental Prediction – C. Harold Ritchie

103 General Session – Oceans – Clark Richards

104
Integrated approaches of climate change impacts on marine fisheries – Travis Tai & General 

Session – Risks and Impacts – Clark Richards – Part 1

105 Fog or Low Visibility – Part 2 – Rachel Chang

15:00 – 15:30 COFFEE BREAK

15:30 – 17:00

C3 Ocean Acidification in Canadian Waters – Debby Ianson

104
Integrated approaches of climate change impacts on marine fisheries – Travis Tai & General Session –  

Risks and Impacts – Clark Richards – Part 2

C4
Collaboration in development, evaluation and analysis of ocean circulation and biogeochemical models –  

Part 3 – Youyu Lu

17:00 – 18:00 Poster Session

SCHEDULE
THURSDAY, JUNE 14, 2018
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TIME Rm SESSION TOPIC and CHAIR

08:30 – 08:45 Welcome from the Network

08:45 – 10:00 C1
Lightning Round – 5 minute presentations of successful projects funded under MEOPAR’s September 2017 

Call for Proposals

10:00 – 10:30 COFFEE BREAK

10:30 – 12:00

101 The Interconnection of Ocean Observations & Ocean Prediction in Operational Oceanography

102 Incorporating Two-Eyed Seeing in Aquatic and Ocean Resource Management

103 Communicating Policy- and Risk-relevant Science and Public Engagement Challenges, Best Practice and Pitfalls 

12:00 – 13:15 NETWORKING LUNCH and Upcoming Program Announcements

13:15 – 16:30 C1
Observation, Prediction and Response Core Session: plenary and breakouts – includes a break with food  

and drinks available

THURSDAY EVENING EVENT:                     

 Craft Beer Boat Cruise  
aboard the Kawartha Spirit 

7:30-9:30PM

SCHEDULE
FRIDAY, JUNE 14, 2018

On Thursday evening, we will be 
hosting a craft beer boat cruise 
aboard the Kawartha Spirit from 
7:30-9:30pm. Attendees should 
meet at Murphy’s Cable Wharf 
next to the ferry terminal at 1751 
Lower Water St. by 7:15pm.

Boarding will commence at 
7:15pm. The boat will leave at 
7:30pm sharp.

The Kawartha Spirit will be 
stocked with a full bar, accepting 
cash, credit and debit. Craft 
breweries on board include: 
Garrison Brewing Co., Spindrift 
Brewing Co., and Boxing Rock 
Brewing Co.
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ABSTRACTS

The interconnection of Ocean Observations and Ocean Prediction  
in Operational Oceanography

Fraser Davidson, Greg Smith, Susan Allen

Operational Oceanography aims to develop and provide the best description of Ocean Conditions 

for use by others, whether it is scientific use, operational use, planning use, industrial use or 

recreational use. There are four interconnected components to operational oceanography systems; 

(1) Observation Network, (2) Data Management, (3) Prediction System (which includes Data 

Assimilation, Models) and (4) a Dissemination System. In this session we focus on elucidating the 

important interconnections between observations, the prediction systems and the dissemination 

systems with respect to Operational Oceanography. Primarily we focus on the importance and 

roles the observations play or can play within Operational Oceanography, and how the outputs 

from Operational Oceanography feedback to the observation community.  The session covers both 

biological and physical oceanography observations and prediction. Ideas and recommendations 

developed at the end of this session will feed into a community paper for OceanObs19 (Sept 

2019 Hawaii) currently entitled “Synergies in Operational Oceanography: The Constant Need for 

Sustained Ocean Observations”. 

Incorporating Two-Eyed Seeing in  
Aquatic and Ocean Resource Management

Clifford Paul and Alanna Syliboy

Clifford Paul will introduce the two-Eyed Seeing model, as illustrated in a Kluskap Legend. He will 

present on how he, alongside other Two-Eyed Seeing Practitioners, are instilling stewardship in the 

Mi’kmaw youth. As a practitioner of the Two-Eyed Seeing model, knowledge keeper, and traditional 

provider for Mi’kmaq communities, he will speak of the role he is taking in sharing the responsibilities 

that go with our rights and stewardship. Clifford will also provide some insights on how he uses this 

approach to manage moose and moose habitat in Unama’ki.

Alanna Syliboy will explain Two-eyed Seeing as a guiding principle, from her own perspective as 

a Mi’kmaw woman. She will also provide examples of how Two-Eyed Seeing informs her work 

at Mi’kmaw Conservation Group. Two-Eyed Seeing is bringing together the Mi’kmaw worldview 

with science to understand and protect the environment. Seeing the world as in constant flux is 

inherent in the Mi’kmaq worldview and language, which is verb-based. Through over 14,000 years 

of inhabitation in Mi’kma’ki, the Mi’kmaq Ancestors observed the traditional territory change 

dramatically on land and water. Today, Two-Eyed Seeing shapes the mandate of MCG, and informs 

many projects related to coastal areas, culturally significant species, species at risk, marine 

emergency response planning, marine protected areas, and more.
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ABSTRACTS

Communicating Policy- and Risk-relevant Science and Public Engagement: 
Challenges, Best Practice and Pitfalls

Jay Cullen, Michael Halpern, Sean Brilliant

Significant environmental problems exist whose solutions demand science based, evidence 

informed policies. To this end funding agencies, academic institutions and government employers 

are placing increasing demands on scientists to engage with the public and policymakers to 

communicate and mobilize knowledge won through research.  Scientists active in these outreach 

and communication activities are finding that for many issues where there is a surfeit of information 

and general lack of controversy within the relevant scientific community (e.g. anthropogenic climate 

change, efficacy of vaccinations as a defense against disease), there can still be vigorous debate 

in the public realm.  In many cases public and institutional skepticism can morph into denial of 

scientific evidence and outright distrust and rejection of issue relevant scientific expertise.  Once in 

the public eye scientists addressing such controversy can find themselves subjected to harassment, 

personal attacks and assaults on their professional reputation and integrity.  How can scientists 

effectively operate in such situations and what are best practices that can be identified to improve 

the outcomes and experiences of scientists engaged in science communication, public outreach 

and knowledge mobilization?  This session will explore these questions with a discussion of how 

institutions can sideline and limit the activity of scientists, the responsibilities of scientists engaged 

in communication and examples from peers in Canada. Come prepared to share your experiences, 

successes and failures with colleagues. 

Observation, Prediction and Response Core Session

Doug Wallace, Ron Pelot, Brad deYoung, Dany Dumont and Stephanie Chang

This extended Cores session focuses on the work of MEOPAR’s Observation, Prediction and 

Response Cores. The network’s research projects are supported by the activities of the three Cores, 

the main mechanism through which MEOPAR provides long-term research support and capacity 

building.  The Cores allow for maintenance and sharing of key expertise, instrumentation and 

knowledge transfer activities that are of general relevance to MEOPAR projects as well as to closely-

related activities outside the Network. The Cores also host MEOPAR’s Communities of Practice.

This session will focus on the current activities of the Cores, their projected plans for the rest of 

Cycle 2, and how to incorporate the MEOPAR community’s feedback into these plans. The session 

will conclude with a discussion on the geographic “strategic nodes” concept, which could be used 

as an organizing principle to vertically integrate observation, prediction and response aspects of the 

Network and related programs in various parts of the country. 
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NEW PROJECTS

Model of Impact of Dilbit and Oil Spills in 

the Salish sea (MIDOSS)

PI: Susan Allen, University of British Columbia 

In partnership with Ocean Networks Canada

Investigating and informing Indigenous 

marine monitoring and management as 

climate change adaptation strategies

PI: Natalie Ban, University of Victoria

Whale watching AIS Vessel movement 

Evaluation (WAVE)

PI: Rosaline Canessa, University of Victoria 

In partnership with exactEarth Ltd.

Shipping Resilience: Strategic Planning for 

Coastal Community Resilience to Marine 

Transportation Risk (SIREN)

PI: Stephanie Chang, University of British 

Columbia

Spatiotemporal dynamics of the coastal 

ocean biogeochemical domains of British 

Columbia and Southeast Alaska - following 

the migration route of juvenile salmon

PI: Maycira Costa, University of Victoria 

In partnership with Ocean Networks Canada

Mapping & Managing Shipping Risks 

to Protected Marine Areas in Canada’s 

Northwest Passage: Lancaster Sound and 

the Franklin Wreck Sites

PI: Jackie Dawson, University of Ottawa 

In partnership with Clear Seas

Coastal Flood Risk Governance in a 

Changing Climate

PI: Daniel Henstra, University of Waterloo

Baselines and biodegradation potential in 

Atlantic Canada’s deepwater offshore oil 

prospects

PI: Casey Hubert, University of Calgary

Arctic ULINNIQ:  Underwater listening 

network for novel investigations of quakes

PI: Mladen Nedimovic, Dalhousie University

Comment passe-t-on à l’action avec les 

plans d’adaptation et de résilience? Projet 

de recherche en zone côtière et riveraine 

du Québec et de l’Ontario (2018-2021).

PI: Steve Plante, Université du Québec à 

Rimouski

MEOPAR – WHaLE: A crisis-driven 

renewal with a focus on the Gulf of the St. 

Lawrence

PI: Chris Taggart, Dalhousie University

OxyNet: A network to examine ocean 

deoxygenation trends and impacts

PI: Philippe Tortell, University of British 

Columbia 

In partnership with Ocean Networks Canada
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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

ICLR and MEOPAR Call for Proposals - 2018 Spring Flooding

With unprecedented flooding affecting New Brunswick and British Columbia this spring, we have 

a critical window of opportunity to collect post-disaster data to improve our understanding of how 

disasters like flooding affect communities, and how we can build Canadian resilience. 

The Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR) and MEOPAR invite proposals from social 

scientists based at universities in Canada to quickly deploy to a disaster-affected area in the 

aftermath of an extreme event to collect perishable data. The purpose of this funding opportunity 

is to support research that will learn from disaster events in order to better prevent disasters and 

protect communities in the future.

Application deadline: Immediate/ongoing

Postdoctoral Fellowship Award

Open to non-MEOPAR postdoctoral fellows, the purpose of these awards is to bring new 

postdoctoral fellows into the network to connect them with MEOPAR-funded researchers and HQP.

Application deadline: July 3, 2018

Upcoming Calls

MEOPAR anticipates the release of its second Early Career Faculty Call for Proposals at the end of 

June. This CFP is focused exclusively on faculty within ten years of their PhD, and five years of their 

first academic appointment. Further details are available on our website. 

Application deadline (anticipated): October 29, 2018

Finally, we have an exciting opportunity coming up that uses crowdfunding (with matching MEOPAR 

funding) to fund small-scale and incremental research projects. 

Application deadline: Immediate/ongoing



meopar.ca


