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AIS Data Cycle II 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Call for Applications

Introduction/Purpose
The Automatic Identification System (AIS) is a technology developed to communicate standardized vessel information between ships and from ships to coastal authorities on a continuous and automatic basis.  The Marine Environmental Observation Prediction and Response Network (MEOPAR) is pleased to announce that, in partnership with AIS data supplier exactEarth Ltd. (new-meopar-exactearth-industry-partnership), an agreement has been made to provide a further 10 licenses for AIS data access to MEOPAR for Cycle 2. These licenses will allow new research projects to make use of the Satellite AIS data asset on a first-come-first-served, application basis. As well, still active licenses from Cycle 1 will remain in place until corresponding research is completed.

The AIS data made available by exactEarth includes ship position and status reports, as collated via their satellite network of AIS receivers. These data represent a valuable resource in describing the movements and patterns of marine vessels worldwide, which is particularly critical in areas lacking land-based AIS receivers (regions > ~50km offshore). The data that have been made available span the globe and range temporally from 2011 to current; new data are provided monthly. MEOPAR has made available, through our Prediction Core, a research assistant / data manager to handle the provided data, and manage requests and applications to access the data. In that role, Casey Hilliard (casey.hilliard@dal.ca) is pleased to receive and process your requests, or answer any further questions you may have about this data initiative. In addition to facilitating the creation of subsets of the AIS data to meet project requests, the data manager also has the capability to develop some derived products (e.g. GIS layers) from the dataset. This service is available to assist research groups which may not have the expertise or resources available to process or utilize the data in its raw form. General advice on making use of the AIS data is also available, in advance of applications for access in order to enable appropriate scoping of requests.

Eligibility
Principal Investigators of MEOPAR funded projects are invited to apply on behalf of their group.

Application
Interested MEOPAR Principal Investigators are invited to apply to the Data Manager, Casey Hilliard (casey.hilliard@dal.ca), using the attached form to provide details. Because there are a limited number of licenses, preference will be given to research which makes significant and/or novel use of the AIS data. Additionally, consideration will be given to applications where the AIS data can meet needs within a project that would otherwise remain unsatisfied by alternative data sources. Applications are received on an ongoing basis.

Review and Notification Process
A committee, comprising the MEOPAR Scientific Director, Associate Scientific Director, Executive Director, and one non-academic member of the RMC, will review all applications. Applicants will be notified of the review outcome by email from MEOPAR as quickly as possible; the goal is to have responses to all applications within a month.

Additional Background Information
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The International Maritime Organization (IMO) mandates that vessels of 300 gross tonnage and greater, undertaking international voyages, cargo ships of 500 gross tonnage undertaking domestic voyages, and all passenger-carrying vessels must carry AIS, effective December 31, 2004 (http://www.imo.org/AIS.aspx). The information communicated via AIS is utilized by ship operators, as well as coastal authorities generally for safety purposes, facilitating simple communication of basic ship details over a standardized mechanism. Information sent via AIS include vessel positions, status and information reports, as detailed in the specification (R-REC-M.1371-5-201402-I!!PDF-E.pdf). These messages are transmitted freely, and can be received by commercially available AIS transponders.
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